PROGRAMME SPECIFICATION

Certificate of Higher Education in:

· Christian Studies
· Christian Ministry
· Ministry Among Children
· Catholic Studies
(2009 entry only)

	1.
	Awarding Institution


	York St John University

	2.
3.


	Teaching Institution
Delivery locations (if different to Teaching Institution)

	York St John University
Theological Institute of the Scottish Episcopal Church, Edinburgh and Scottish Dioceses (Christian Studies)

YSJU (Catholic studies)



	4.
	Programme(s) Accredited by

(professional/statutory body)


	

	5.
	Faculty offering the Programme(s)


	Education and Theology

	6.
	Final Award(s)


	Certificate of Higher Education in Christian Studies

Certificate of Higher Education in Christian Ministry
Certificate of Higher Education in Ministry among Children
Certificate of Higher Education in Catholic Studies


	7.
	Interim Awards


	University Certificate in Christian Studies [60 credits at level 1]

University Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies [40 credits at level 1]



	8.
	Programme Title(s)


	Christian Studies



	9.
	YSJU Course Codes


	

	10.
	Approved Combinations


	n/a

	11.
	QAA Benchmark Group(s)


	Theology and Religious Studies



	12.
	Applicable to Year of Entry to the Programme(s)


	2009 only

	13.
	Date Produced/Revised


	March 2009, Aug 2011 (format), July 2012 (no change)


	14.
	Mode of Study

The Christian Studies programme is offered in the following modes of study:

Part-time:

2  to 5 years
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	Introduction and Special Features
Introduction
The main strand of the programme is intended to enable students to learn about the Christian faith through individual or group study of carefully prepared course materials. The structure of 10-credit  HE level 1 modules is designed to appeal particularly to adult learners who have little or no experience of Higher Education, but who wish to explore the Christian faith. The core published text books were designed with such students in mind, and each represents material equivalent to around 100 hours of work equivalent to 10 HE level 1 credits. Each core text is supplemented by notes that guide the student through the material. 


	15-b
	Assessment is mainly by short written assignments and essays, designed to develop skills in academic presentation.

Within the main programme there will be specialist strands leading to named specialist awards:

1. Christian Studies. This is the main and default award. 

2. Christian Ministry. The certificate in Christian Ministry strand includes a compulsory placement-based module that will enable articulation with the existing Foundation Degree in Theology and Ministry (FDTM), which is currently delivered through partnerships by Theology and Religious Studies (TRS).

3.  Ministry among Children. This strand is intended to develop learners who are involved in working with children or young people in church contexts. Around half the modules will come from the main programme and will develop general understanding of the Christian faith, while the rest of the modules will enable learners to develop and reflect on their work with children. 

4. Catholic Studies. This strand enables the HE accreditation of the Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies already delivered at YSJU. There will be an interim university award of a Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies equivalent to 40 HE level 1 credits.

Students will be recruited and enrolled on to one of the specific award routes at the point of entry.

Special features of the programme

n/a
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	Criteria for Admission
Application will be direct to the university.
The Christian Studies (CS) programme will operate a fully open access policy with regards to age, gender, disability, and faith orientation subject to satisfactory enhanced Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) clearance for certain specialist strands. It is anticipated that, due to the nature of the programme, students will be drawn from diverse educational backgrounds.

Students wishing to enrol for the programme at level 1 must demonstrate their ability to matriculate. Students must have:

i. A pass in English Language GCSE at grade C or above, or equivalent qualification;

ii. Two A levels or their equivalent;
or

iii. An appropriate professional qualification deemed by the University to be equivalent to the above.

For students with no formal qualifications, matriculation can be achieved through enrolment on the 1TC010 Study Skills in Theology module as an associate student.  Upon successful completion of the module the student can enrol for the full programme, transferring the 10 credits. 
Accredited Prior Learning and Experience AP(E)L

Students with HE credits in related subjects will be able to transfer them into this award using the prevailing university rules on credit transfer. Students must normally demonstrate that the subject areas of prior learning match the learning outcomes of specific modules in the programme. Prior experience in areas such as Christian ministry may also be counted as credit towards the award, but this shall be at the discretion of the Head of Programme and the Registry on a case by case basis.
Additional requirements

Due to the requirement for placements in the specialist Christian Ministry strand and the likelihood of students working with children on the Ministry among Children strand, all students registering for any modules in these strands are required to demonstrate satisfactory enhanced CRB clearance.  The university will accept evidence of clearance acquired for partnering organisations within 12 months of students enrolling on the programme.  Students who do not have clearance must apply through their partnering organisation.

Where an enhanced CRB check divulges issues of concern, the university reserves the right to refuse access to the programme.  Our normal practice, however, is to  invite the applicant to discuss the issues raised with the Registrar, a senior representative of the partnering organisation and the Head of Programme (HoP) in the first instance, to see if  appropriate placement contexts can be identified through which the applicant may pursue the programme.
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	Programme Aims

· To offer an introduction to studying the Christian faith that allows students to explore issues and ideas in a flexible and open manner;

· to provide opportunities for sharing experience and knowledge so that students can learn from a range of sources, including fellow learners;

· to engage students with issues of theology and belief that are rooted in the Christian tradition and relevant to contemporary society;

· to offer a programme that provides background and specialist knowledge for those who are, or who may become, involved in Christian ministry with adults or children;

· to encourage students to continue to study the subject at higher HE levels;
· to develop independent learners who are able to apply a range of key skills to learning beyond the programme.
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	YSJU Level 1 / NQF Level 4 / FHEQ C

Level 1 Programme Outcomes 
Students who gain the award specified will have demonstrated the following learning outcomes:

University Certificate in Christian Studies (60 credits at level 1) 
Upon successful completion a student will be able to:
· outline and explain a limited range of key concepts within the area of Christian Studies;

· explore the application of Christian theology to some areas of contemporary society

· demonstrate understanding of a limited range methodologies used in Christian Studies;

· demonstrate academic skills through written assessment.

Certificate of Higher Education in Christian Studies (120 credits at level 1)

Upon successful completion a student will be able to:

· outline and explain a range of key concepts within the area of Christian Studies;

· explore the application of Christian theology to a range of areas of contemporary society;

· demonstrate an understanding of methodologies used in Christian Studies;

· demonstrate academic skills through written assessment.

Certificate of Higher Education in Christian Ministry  (120 credits at level 1)

Upon successful completion a student will be able to:

· outline and explain a range of key concepts within the area of Christian Studies;

· explore the application of Christian theology to a range of areas of contemporary society;

· demonstrate an understanding of methodologies used in Christian Studies;

· demonstrate an understanding of placement-based learning;

· demonstrate an understanding of Christian ministry in a specific placement;

· demonstrate academic skills through written assessment.
Certificate of Higher Education in Ministry among Children  (120 credits at level 1)

Upon successful completion a student will be able to:

· outline and explain a limited range of key concepts within the area of Christian Studies;

· explore the application of Christian theology to ministry among children;

· demonstrate understanding of a limited range methodologies used in Christian Studies;

· demonstrate understanding of Christian ministry among children in church contexts;

· demonstrate academic skills through written assessment.

University Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies  (40 credits at level 1)

Upon successful completion of student will be able to:

· demonstrate understanding of doctrines and practices particularly associated with the Roman Catholic Church;
· demonstrate understanding of issues raise by teaching in Catholic schools;
· demonstrate academic skills through written assessment.
Certificate of Higher Education in Catholic Studies  (120 credits at level 1)

Upon successful completion of student will be able to:

· outline and explain a limited range of key concepts within the area of Christian Studies;

· demonstrate understanding of a limited range methodologies used in Christian Studies;

· demonstrate understanding of doctrines and practices particularly associated with the Roman Catholic Church;
· demonstrate understanding of issues raised by teaching in Catholic schools;
· demonstrate academic skills through written assessment.
Programme structure, content and progression/graduation requirements

Students are required to attempt 120 credits and must pass 100 credits (with a serious attempt minimum mark of 20 in the remaining 20 credits).  For an award in Christian Ministry, students must pass the 20-credit placement module 1TC290. For an award in Ministry among Children, students must pass at least six of the modules in that strand. Students who satisfy requirements for the Christian Ministry award will be eligible for entry onto level 2 of the TRS Foundation Degree in Theology and Ministry.

Validated modules

Code

Title

Credits

Strand

1TC010

Study skills in Theology

10

Main Award

1TC020

Using the Bible

10

1TC030

The Old Testament

10

1TC040

The New Testament

10

1TC050

The Authority of the Bible

10

1TC060

God’s World

10

1TC070

Choosing Life: Christianity and moral problems

10

1TC080

Exploring God Talk: using language in religion

10

1TC090

Living Theology

10

1TC100

Faith and Feminism

10

1TC110

Faith and Psychology

10

1TC120

God's Here and Now: social contexts of theology

10

1TC130

Communication and the Gospel

10

1TC290

Ministry in Practice

20

Christian Ministry

1TC320

Children Growing in Faith

10

Ministry among Children

1TC330

Child Development

10

1TC340

Children in the Church

10

1TC350

Ministry among Children

10

1TC360

Ministry and Educational Practice

10

1TC370

Ministry, Faith and Professional Skills

10

1TC380

Introduction to Godly Play

10

1TC500

The Bible and the Catholic Church

10

Catholic Studies

1TC510

The Catholic Church and the Sacraments

10

1TC520

Jesus and Christian Morality

10

1TC530

Catholic Distinctiveness

10

Level 1 Programme structure and content

Students will be enrolled on to one of the specific award routes at the point of entry.
The main award is fully elective: students may choose any 12 modules from those validated in the ‘Main Award’ strand. Modules from other strands may also be used towards this award, provided they do not total more than 40 credits.

The Christian Ministry award must include:

(a) 1TC290 Ministry in Practice

(b) At least TWO from:

1TC020

Using the Bible

1TC030

The New Testament

1TC040

The Old Testament

1TC050

The Authority of the Bible

(c) At least TWO from:

1TC060

God’s World

1TC070

Choosing Life: Christianity and moral problems

1TC080

Exploring God Talk: using language in religion

1TC090
Living Theology

1TC120

God's Here and Now: social contexts of theology

1TC130

Communicating the Gospel

The Ministry among Children award must include at least SIX credit-bearing modules from the Ministry among Children strand.
The Catholic Studies award must include all the modules from the Catholic Studies strand and the rest from the following modules in the main strand:

1TC010

Study skills in Theology

1TC020

Using the Bible

1TC060

God’s World

1TC070

Choosing Life: Christianity and moral problems

1TC080

Exploring God Talk: using language in religion

1TC090

Living Theology

1TC100

Faith and Feminism

1TC110

Faith and Psychology

1TC120

God's Here and Now: social contexts of theology
1TC130

Communication and the Gospel

Level 1 Teaching, learning and assessment strategies
The nature of this programme requires that students are able to learn primarily though engagement with written texts, reflection on their experience and dialogue with others. The core texts are designed to facilitate reflective engagement with the subject and use techniques such as formatting and frequent boxed-questions to ensure that students think about what they are reading. This process is enhanced by the supplementary reading guides, which set out a route through each text and allow the student to manage their learning schedule. Together the core texts and reading guides provide a carefully targeted learning programme that is suitable for a wide range of students.

The other main strategy is the use of facilitated learning groups. Each group works through the same module together, reading agreed sections prior to a weekly meeting. Students will then discuss what they have read, guided by a group facilitator who may have prepared questions, designed small-group and plenary sessions and provided additional material to aid learning. Students will learn to communicate orally, listen to other people and to respect opinions that are different from their own. They will learn to question what they read, and begin to critically assess ideas.
In addition to programmed and group learning, students will also have access to a tutor.  In collaborative partnerships this will normally be the centre tutor or a module tutor approved by the university. These tutors will be available according to guidelines applied to students on other TRS programmes, and will offer general and specific learning support. The Christian Ministry strand will additionally include 20 credits of placement-based learning in which students will observe ministry, be supervised in doing ministry and reflect on their placement experience. The Catholic Studies strand will involve tutor-led taught sessions delivered at the YSJU campus.
Timetabled contact

In facilitated group learning mode, students will meet for 10 sessions of around 1½ hrs each. Contact with tutors beyond this will depend on the needs of students.

For the Catholic Studies strand, contact will be similar, but in sessions led by a qualified tutor or associate tutor.

Supported open learning (SOL)
The programme relies heavily on SOL, with students working through material using carefully guided reading. The core texts are accessed mainly through SOL.  In the Catholic Studies strand, where delivery follows the more ‘traditional’ pattern, SOL will be used alongside taught sessions to enable students to learn independently but with tutor support.
Independent study

Independent study is fostered by the assessment strategy, which requires students to research particular topics drawn from issues raised in the core text. Further reading and research is required, and this suggested in the guided notes that accompany each core text.

Placement and  work-based learning

Students on the Christian Ministry strand will engage in placement- or work-based learning where they will have opportunities to apply their knowledge and understanding of the subject to developing ministerial and vocational skills.  Students will be engaged primarily in observation and reflection on specific aspects of the placement in negotiation with the centre tutor and/or module tutor and the placement provider.  In the placement context, students may be working as part of a team with the tutor present or they may be engaging in independent placement-based learning where they are interacting with communities and individuals. In the latter context, the student will be under the supervision of a designated placement provider who will monitor the work of the student. In some cases the placement provider may be the module tutor. Where this is not the case, the centre tutor will have been involved in the planning and negotiation of the placement with the student and will have ensured that the placement provider is fully briefed as to the nature of the experience and the programme expectations of such learning experiences.  Placement providers receive a copy of the module documentation, guidance on the placement and details of how to contact the centre tutor / module tutor and head of programme.  Placement providers and students are required to sign a placement agreement, which sets out health and safety requirements including CRB checks, and designates three 1-hour meetings over the placement period for arranging, monitoring and reviewing the experience.

Assessment strategies

Given the core aim of this programme and the way it is designed for individual and facilitated group learning, the assessment strategy is to use a similar procedure in most modules. This is aimed at encouraging students to develop their reading and research skills, and their ability to communicate clearly and concisely in writing. This is considered to be a core key skill for this programme. Written assignments will include a range of assessment such as book reviews, annotated bibliographies and essays.

Formative assessment occurs throughout the learning process as students engage with the core texts and reading guides. This takes the form of frequent questions asking students to reflect on what they have been reading, and to discuss it in their learning group or tutor. This allows the student to assess their ideas and understanding of the material covered in each session.

Most modules are summatively assessed by two short written pieces of circa 750 words each, and a longer essay of 1500 words. The short assignments test the student’s ability to carefully and concisely describe the key facts or arguments in a particular issue.  Although it suits those who are not used to writing longer essays, it is also a skill in itself, and more able students have the potential to show skills of précis that are important in all academic writing. The longer written assignments allow students to explore and reflect on ideas in a more extended fashion, developing the basis of academic argumentation.
Assessment for the placement module (1TC290) is more extended, reflecting the higher credit rating and the need to allow students to develop basic skills in journaling and theological reflection.  The module portfolio requires students to collect and present evidence to show that they have met the module outcomes. The content and format of the portfolio is flexible, provided evidence is matched to learning outcomes. It may include short essays, journal entries, sermon texts, teaching materials, feedback from clients or records of activities with reflection and self evaluation. 
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	Progression and Graduation Requirements

The University’s general regulations for undergraduate/postgraduate awards apply to this programme.  

For an HE certificate, students must attempt 120 credits and successfully complete 100 credits (with a serious attempt minimum mark of 20 in the remaining 20 credits) in order to gain an award. In addition, the following specific programme regulations apply: 
Compulsory for award modules

Students must successfully complete the designated ‘compulsory for award’ modules for their strand:

Christian Ministry:


1TC290 Ministry in Practice
Catholic Studies:

1TC500

The Bible and the Catholic Church

1TC510

The Catholic Church and the Sacraments

1TC520

Jesus and Christian Morality

1TC530

Catholic Distinctiveness

University Certificate in Christian Studies
Students must pass 60 credits from any modules in the Main Award strand. 

University Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies

Students must pass 40 credits from modules in the Catholic Studies strand. 

HE Certificate in Christian Ministry
Students must pass the 20-credit placement module 1TC290 Ministry in Practice.
Students are required to attempt 100 additional credits and must pass 80 credits (with a serious attempt minimum mark of 20 in the remaining 20 credits), of which 

(a) at least 20 credits must come from:

1TC020

Using the Bible

1TC030

The New Testament

1TC040

The Old Testament

1TC050

The Authority of the Bible

(b) at least 20 credits must come from:

1TC060

God’s World

1TC070

Choosing Life: Christianity and moral problems

1TC080

Exploring God Talk: using language in religion

1TC090
Living Theology

1TC120

God's Here and Now: social contexts of theology

1TC130

Communicating the Gospel

Students who satisfy requirements for this award will be eligible for entry onto level 2 of the TRS Foundation Degree in Theology and Ministry.
HE Certificate in Ministry among Children

Students must attempt at least six of the following modules and must pass 50 credits (with a serious attempt minimum mark of 20 in the remaining 10 credits):

1TC320

Children Growing in Faith

1TC330

Child Development

1TC340

Children in the Church

1TC350

Ministry among Children

1TC360

Ministry and Educational Practice

1TC370

Ministry, Faith and Professional Skills
1TC380

Introduction to Godly Play

Additional modules will be drawn from the Main Award strand. Overall students are required to attempt 120 credits and must pass 100 credits (with a serious attempt minimum mark of 20 in the remaining 20 credits).  
HE Certificate in Catholic Studies
Students must pass the following modules:
1TC500

The Bible and the Catholic Church

1TC510

The Catholic Church and the Sacraments

1TC520

Jesus and Christian Morality

1TC530

Catholic Distinctiveness

Additional modules will be drawn from the following list:

1TC010

Study skills in Theology

1TC020

Using the Bible

1TC060

God’s World

1TC070

Choosing Life

1TC080

Exploring God Talk

1TC090

Living Theology

1TC100

Faith and Feminism

1TC110

Faith and Psychology

1TC120

God's Here and Now

1TC130

Communication and the Gospel

For modules from this list, students are required to attempt 80 credits and must pass 60 credits (with a serious attempt minimum mark of 20 in the remaining 20 credits).  Overall students are required to attempt 120 credits and must pass 100 credits (with a serious attempt minimum mark of 20 in the remaining 20 credits).  
Classification of programme
The university awards of Certificate in Christian Studies and Catholic Certificate in Religious Studies will be awarded on a Pass / Fail basis using the overall average score for all credit in the award:

Fail


0-39%

Pass


40-100%

The HE Certificates in Christian Studies, Christian Ministry, Ministry among Children and Catholic Studies will be awarded on a Fail / Pass / Merit / Distinction / basis using the overall average score for all credit in the award and conforming to the university bandings:

Fail


0-39%

Pass


40-59%
Merit


60-69%

Distinction

70-100%
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	Internal and External Reference Points
This programme specification was formulated with reference to:

· University Mission Statement

· QAA Subject Benchmark Statement Theology and Religious Studies 2007

· National Higher Education Qualification Framework

· York St John University Qualifications Descriptors 2002/3 [Document Directory AF2]
· York St John General Regulations for Undergraduate Awards

· York St John Assessment Handbook [Document Directory ASS]




	21.
	Further Information

Further information on the programme of study may be obtained from:

· Admissions Entry Profile (Admissions)

· Programme validation document: 2008 (Registry – Academic Standards)

· CERTCS Student programme handbook: Faculty of Education and Theology

· CERTCS Module handbooks: Faculty of Education and Theology

· CERTCS Facilitator Handbook: Faculty of Education and Theology

· Core Texts and Study Guides: Faculty of Education and Theology
· Regulations (Registry – Academic Standards)
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